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because I am glad to see a public man with some inde-
pendence oi opinion. The fact is demagogues have poi-
soned the public taste by their fulsome .and designing
flattery. I cannot recollect any of your strictures on
Americans that I thought unjust, but permit me to say I
regretted that you did not think it proper to soften the
manner a little. Most that I hear give a sentiment on the
matter, regret your controversy with the press, as it has
the power of misrepresentation. I regret it from a sel-
fish motive, from fear that you will cease to write alto-
gether or leave the country. I deeply lament on my own
account that we are not to have the works referred to, in
your letter. But I sincerely thank you, for the amount
you have already added to my happiness by your writings.
I have long since ceased to look to newspapers for
opinions, and only read them for the passing history of
the day. I was so much struck with the justness of your
animadversions upon the dependence of opinion in this
country upon England, that I made it the subject of a
newspaper essay some few months since; in which I re-
ferred to your opinions. I have to thank you particularly
for giving me a clearer idea of the locale of Rome than I
ever before had, and especially for giving me juster views
of Italian character. I had been in the habit of looking
upon "Italians" with contempt. Not the first time you
will say that ignorance has been the source of that feel-
ing. In short; I do not regret the matter of any thing you
have written, though it had been better perhaps for your-
self had the manner been a little softened. The world
has never thanked those who reform or reprove it, from
Socrates and Jesus to our own day, till it was too late to
make amends to the object of their ingratitude. I think
you mistake your countrymen somewhat, the papers do